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Task of the Church/Discipline of the Unruly    Jose Francis Martinez                                                 Lecture 9
Title: A Summary of the Biblical Teachings
Purpose: To give the hearers a summary of the biblical teachings on church discipline. 
Introduction

1. In our studies of biblical church discipline, we have already considered Introductory Perspectives, and Part 1: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts on Church Discipline. Now we move to Part 11: A Summary of the Biblical Teachings Concerning Church’s Discipline.

2. And here in this lecture, I would express my indebtedness to Pastor Greg Nichols. In fact, I would use mainly his outline and notes in this summary.
I.
THE AUTHORIZATION FOR CHURCH DISCIPLINE
A.
The authorization for church discipline is the authority of the Lord Jesus and the written word of God. 
B. In 2Thes 3 and 1Cor 5 specific, explicit mention is made of gathering in the name of Christ and being commanded in the name of Christ to exercise discipline. In Mat 18, the Lord Jesus also alludes to this very same thing when he says, “For where two or three are gathered in My name....”
C. Therefore, if people were to ask the church, what right do you have to exercise discipline? Such right is authorized by Christ, even commanded by Christ. However, for such discipline to be valid, it must according to the word of God. If it is not according to the word of God, then it is not valid.
II.
THE STATED PURPOSE FOR CHURCH DISCIPLINE
For what purpose should the church exercise church’s discipline? Ultimately, the purpose is for God’s glory. However, God’s glory is realized in various ways. And in our studies of the biblical texts, there are two categories of the stated purpose for church discipline.
A.
The Stated Purpose with Respect to the Church
1.
To maintain the purity of the church

a.
Church members are emboldened to sin when church discipline is neglected. We saw that in 1Cor 5, 1Tim 5.  

b.
If church discipline were neglected, then the church would soon cease to be holy. It would no longer be different from the world.

2.
To maintain the unity of the church
a.
The oneness of the church is at stake when church discipline is neglected. When private personal offenses are not dealt with, then it will alienate members from one another –Mat 18. 

b.
We have seen in Rom 16 that when those who cause unbiblical divisions and hindrances are not disciplined, then they will destroy the unity of the church and the church itself.

c.
We have seen in Tit 1 that factious men are to be rejected because they will disrupt the unity of the church.

3.
To maintain the apostolicity of the church

a.
Nichols: “Apostolic teaching must be maintained. The heretics must be disciplined. Apostolic polity must be maintained, the disorderly must be disciplined. Those who attack the apostolic doctrine and polity are attacking the gospel and the roots of the church. Therefore,  the Lord has instituted discipline.”
4.
To maintain the testimony of the church

a.
Think how the testimony of the church in Corinth was damage because of the brother guilty of immorality.
b.
The church’s act of discipline also serve the purpose of the vindication of the witness of the church – that the church will not tolerate immorality.

B.
The Stated Purpose with Respect to the Offender [the one disciplined]

1.
And we have seen that the stated purpose is remedial, to recover the offender.

2.
That is true of the immoral brother in 1Cor 5. That is true of the disorderly in 2Thes 3. Why stay away from that brother? In order that he might feel shame and guilt so that he might be brought to repentance. This is even true of the case mentioned in 1Tim 1, the purpose for the discipline is that the two might be taught not to blaspheme. The restoration of the offender, the destruction of his sinful nature, that is the end in view of the act of discipline, even when it reaches the level of excommunication.
3.
The fact that excommunication does not always result in the repentance and restoration of the offender does not change the stated purpose for which it is done.
III.
THE VARIOUS FORMS AND TYPES OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE

A.
Reproof (censure)

1.
We have seen that in Mt 18, Gal 2, 1Tim 5, Tit 3. 
2.
Nichols: “To reprove is to point out unrepented sin and to call a person to turn from it. Unrepented sin is pointed out in two ways. First in terms of principle and second in terms of fact. When you come to your brother who has not repented of sin you must show him the principles, the laws of God which he has violated and you must convince him that in fact, in history, space and time in his life he has violated those principles. So in reproof you have both principle and fact pressed on the conscience of the impenitent sinner intended to call him from the sin and to turn him to the Lord. That is reproof. You point out the sin, with principle, with facts and you call the offender to turn from the sin.”
B.
Stricture (suspension of privilege)

1.
Nichols: “What is stricture? Stricture is a step beyond reproof. In stricture not only do you point out the sin as with reproof and call the offender to turn from his sin but also you suspend some of the privileges of membership while at the same time regarding the offender as a brother in Christ.”
2.
That is what we have seen in 2Thes 3. The privilege of have fellowship with the brethren is suspended. Keep away from a brother who leads an unruly life. Do not associate or mix with him. But this social avoidance, the withdrawal of the privilege of fellowship, is still not excision or excommunication. For the person is still regarded as a brother.
C.
Excision (excommunication)

1.
We have seen this particularly in Mt 18, 1Cor 5. 

2.
Nichols: “This involves more than simply suspension, it is different in its very nature. There is the point out of unrepented sin to be sure. There is the calling of a person to repentance to be sure but beyond that, all of the privileges of memberships are suspended, the person is cut off from membership and beyond that the excommunicated is not regarded as brother, but an unconverted.”
2.
In fact, there are things we can do with unbelievers that we cannot do with those who have been excommunicated – Paul says, “not even to eat with such a one”.
IV.
THE GENERIC PRINCIPLES GOVERNING CHURCH DISCIPLINE

A.
The Principles Governing Reproof
1.
Occasions for Reproof

a.
There are various occasions spelled out in God’s Word. First, serious private sin occasions reproof – Mt 18:15
b.
Moreover, public misconduct all calls for reproof  - 1Tim 5:20, Gal 2:11-14. 
2.
Scope of the Reproof

a.
The scope of reproof should be suited to the occasion. This is the principle. 

b.
If it is a private sin then reproof should be made privately. If it is a public sin, he should be reproved publicly before all.
3.
The Frequency of the Reproof

a.
The frequency is as often as is needed and as often as one repents -Lk 17:3.

b.
Moreover, in certain situations you limit the frequency to two admonitions if a person does not repent - Tit 3:10. 
4.
The Manner of the Reproof

a.
The general approach is gentleness, which is implied in meekness – Gal 6:1 
b. 
However, certain sins, especially cultural ones, require severe reproof   – Tit 1:13
5.
The Administrators of the Reproof

a.
Who gives the reproof? It depends on the occasion and nature of the sin.

b.
With respect to the private offense it is the person concerning whom the offense was made, the offended brother. But, if it is escalated to the second step, then those who are brought to act was witnesses will give the reproof. And if it is escalated to the third step, then the entire church gives the reproof.
c.
It all depends on the situation, and it must be suited to the sin.
6.
The Outcome of Reproof

a.
This has to do with one or two outcomes, either restoration or escalation.

b.
If the reproof did not work, then you cannot just leave that hanging on the air. It must be elevated to a higher form of discipline.

B.
Principles Governing Stricture 

1.
The Occasion of the Stricture

a.
What are the occasions for stricture? The first occasion mentioned in the Scriptures is the escalation of an unrepentant private sin against a brother – Mt 18. If he does hear the two or three witness, then the church must be informed. 

b.
The second occasion is open and disorderly behavior – 2Thes 3
c.
Persistent heresy and any form of divisiveness – Rom 16, 1Ti 1, Ti 3
d.
Nichols: “There is another case which is really a derivative of 2The 3 and 1Cor 5 combined. John Owen mentions this in Vol 16 in his treatise on excommunication. This has to do with a situation where there is scandal but there are also indications that the person is repentant. What do you do? Do you proceed all the way to excommunication, regard him as a wicked man? No, that would be inappropriate in the light of the evident or apparent repentance. So do simply forget the matter? No, that would be inappropriate in the light of the scandal. What do you do? The implication of the teaching of 1Cor 5 and 2Thes 3 combined and applied to this case would appear to be that some form of suspended privilege, at least for awhile. To indicate one the one hand that the repentance gives ground to regard the man as a brother, and on the other hand that the church takes the scandalous sin seriously and distances itself [vindicates itself –JFM] from it.” This would have to include public confession and public reproof, as well as suspension of certain privileges of membership. But the person is still regarded as a brother. See Constitution.
2.
The Procedure of the Stricture

a.
The teaching of 2Thes 3 indicates that stricture is imposed only after a gracious, patient, tolerant, and forbearing admonition of the church leaders. Stricture should not be rushed. Only after a person is admonished patiently and graciously, is the church to decide that stricture to be implemented and carried out by the members.
b.
Only in certain cases that would endanger the church’s unity should the admonition be limited to the first and second admonition – Tit 3:10.

c.
This stricture must be a corporate decision and act – not an individual act. You do not decide on your own to suspend the privilege of fellowship to a brother or sister. Only a church can decide on that issue. Not to keep this mind can lead to vigilantism.

3.
The Outcome of Stricture

a.
The outcome of stricture would be either restoration or excommunication. This is  what Mat 18 teaches us in the case of private offenses against a particular brother. 

b.
But the principle applies also to other cases like a disorderly brother. 
C.
Principles Governing Excision

1.
The Occasions of Excision

a. 
The escalation of private offenses, personal offense committed against a brother – Mat 18
b.
The escalation of disorderly behavior. When a person still refuses to repent in spite of the admonitions and even stricture imposed by the church, then he will have to be excommunicated. And this has to do with all forms of disorderly behavior.
c.
Unrepented scandalous sin – 1Cor 5 
d.
Persistent heresy and any form of divisiveness – Rom 16, 1Ti 1, Ti 3
2.
The Procedure of Excision - This involves congregational approval – 1Cor 5 and 2Cor 2
3.
The Outcome of Excision

a.
There are only two possible – restoration – 2Cor 2:7-8– forgive, assist, reaffirm

b.
The other is apostasy. 

V.
THE PROPER DEMEANOR AND MANNER OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE
A.
In Prayerfulness – Mt 18:19
B.
In Love and Goodwill – This is indicated by the fact that the stated purpose of this is remedial – Lev 19:17 (READ)
C.
In Dependence on God’s power and grace – This is the clear implication of 1Cor 5:4 

D.
In Grief for and Hatred of Sin – 1Cor 5:2 

VI.
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE
- Matthew 18:18 (READ)
